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In the message to Mussolini it is possible to see how
abundantly Mr. Chamberlain had been justified in
his realistic approach to the Italian Dictator, him-
self the greatest realist of the age. "I trust your
Excellency will inform the German Chancellor that
you are willing to be represented and urge him to
agree to my proposal which will keep all our peoples
out of war/' Mr. Chamberlain after Munich was the
first to pay tribute to Mussolini's intervention, but
the hero of the operation was he who had realized
that the need might come to draw upon the Duce's
goodwill, and who was also aware of Italy's embar-
rassment at her virtual isolation from the Czech
dispute. Hitler, as next year with Poland, gave
negligible scope to his Axis partner when he was
after big things in Power politics.

We have followed Mr. Chamberlain's speech of
September 28th up to the point where he announced
the dispatch of the two messages. In response to
Mussolini's request he was able to announce that
Hitler had offered to postpone mobilization for
twenty-four hours. The House cheered. Then as
the usually sober Times Diplomatic Correspondent
put it, "Things began to happen." The speech had
been going on for nearly eighty minutes. Every
part of the Chamber was crammed, the galleries
overflowing with Peers, Foreign Ambassadors and
distinguished strangers. Just before the Premier's
reference to Mussolini Lord Halifax received a
message in the Peer's gallery and hurried out. Two
sheets of paper were passed to Sir John Simon who
after a short pause attracted Mr. Chamberlain's
attention and handed them to him. For a minute
Mr. Chamberlain stopped to read the contents. He
had just been praising the Duce. "That is not all/'
he now went on, "I have something further to say
to the House yet. I have now been informed by